Complete sciatic nerve palsy after open femur fracture: successful treatment with neurolysis 6 months after injury.
Although relatively uncommon, peripheral nerve can be injured secondary to fracture or dislocation. As therapeutic strategies may vary with the status of the nerve involved, accurate diagnosis is critical. The case described in this report involves a complete sciatic nerve palsy occurring after an open femur fracture treated 6 months earlier. The palsy was erroneously attributed to ischemic neuropathy from compartment syndrome, but late surgical exploration showed that the sciatic nerve was in continuity but enveloped by scar. Neurolysis resulted in full motor and sensory recovery below the knee. Accurate interpretation of physical findings and neurophysiologic tests in the management of fractures associated with nerve injury is emphasized.